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at Newcastle he was sharply criticized by Mr. Chamber-
lain at the annual meeting of the Liberal Unionist
Council at Bristol on the ground that he had evaded
all the really important issues. Mr. Chamberlain
further declared that the majority of the Government's
supporters agreed with him, and he announced active
hostilities against the minority which either favoured
Free Trade, like the Duke of Devonshire, or Preference
without retaliation, like the Prime Minister himself.
This precipitated a crisis, and Mr. Balfour tendered
his resignation to the King. At the General Election
which ensued the Conservatives and Liberal Unionists
suffered a disaster unparalleled since the defeat of
Fox and North in 1784, Mr. Balfour lost his own seat,
and of the larger centres of population Birmingham
alone rose above the waters of the Liberal flood.

The final result of the election was a net loss to the
Conservatives and Liberal Unionists of 215 seats, and
the party returned to the House of Commons 157
strong to face a Liberal, Labour, and Nationalist com-
bination of 513. Naturally there were bitter recrimina-
tions, and the situation was not rendered any easier
by the fact that someone would have to be selected
as temporary Leader of the Opposition until
Mr. Balfour found a seat. A good many Conservatives
would have liked to go even further, and take advan-
tage of the opportunity to get rid of the ex-Premier
for good. From the beginning Mr. Chamberlain made
it clear that if there was to be a vacancy he was not a
candidate for it, and he wrote to Mr. Long:

. . . Nothing would induce me to take the leader-
ship in his place, and I have told all my friends,
some of whom are no doubt almost as indiscreet as